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Third Annual Talent Show 

Avila's third annual talent show begins 
at 9 p.m. in the Marian Center snack 
bar. Sign-up forms are currently avail- 
able in the Student Life Office. The 
first place winner will receive $100, 
with second and third place winners 
receiving $75 and $50 respectively. The 
event is sponsored by S.U.B. To find 
out more about the talem show, con- 
tact Blake Fry at Ext. 2226. 



“I just walked 
20 miles uphill in the snow 
to get my 

college textbooks!” 



Career Week 2000 

Career week begins Feb. 21 and runs 
through the Feb. 24. Call Gina or Sara 
at Ext. 2266 to obtain more informa- 
tion about the events. 



Interview Skills Presentation 

Career week will begin with an inter- 
view skills presentation from 12:30-. 
1:45 p.m. Monday, Feb. 21 in Dallavis 
800. Presenter Tim Moran, who is the 
Executive Recruiter with Waterman 
Group, Inc. will be the guest speaker. 



“Didn’t you know you could have 
purchased your books on-line at the 
Avila College Bookstore?” 



Photo enhancements by: Jessica Palmer & Amy Voting 



Bookstore 

enters 

world-wide 

web 

Avila bookstore now offers 
online seiwices 

by SHALEE MORRIS 

News Editor 



major, said. "I do not have to go to the 
bookstore and search for my books; I 
can simply order them on-line and 
they will all be ready for me." 

Books can be charged to a credit card 
and shipped to a home or school 
address. Books can also be placed on 
hold until the student arrives on cam- 
pus. 

The new web site also offers access to 
information about the bookstore and 
its policies, including the textbook buy 
back and return policies. 

Students can also request a special 
order or find additional information 
about their textbooks. 

"It is going to be a lot more conve- 
nient for the students to have instant 
access to these questions and informa- 
tion. It will also make everyone's job a 
little easier at the bookstore as well," 
Bennie Shivers, bookstore manager, 
said. 



Practice Interviews 

Students are encouraged to sign up for 



:qttv ,! 3-6’p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 23 in 
Whitfield Center, Particmants can . 



and local professionals. Sign-up. in the 
Career Services Office, located in lower 



• • . . y y •• v, 

Blasco, by 5 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 16. 

A resume must be submitted when 
sighing up. The interviews are held on 
a first-come-first-served basis. 



The New Millennium 



> t .Dress for Success 

A new flavor for career week will be a 
mini fashion show that exemplifies 



The Avila bookstore recently 
launched its own web site, allowing 
students to purchase and inquire about 
textbooks at the click of a mouse. 

Students can search for textbooks by 
entering the department and course 
number information while on-line. 

"I am very excited to hear that Avila 
will be offering this on-line service," 
Melissa Villanueva, a senior theater 



business, dress. This event will begin at 
5 p,hi. Thursday, Feb. 24 in the Dining 



Hall, located in Marian Center. Hints 
to help students plan their business 
wardrobe will also be discussed. There 
is no additional charge for .students on 



idditional charge for students on 
the meal plan. Commuters can receive 
a.$l off meal coupon tp be used that 
night. They should stop by the Career 

. ' rtrr- l . • . 



Bookstore continued on page 2 



debaters may compete with other four- 
year colleges, as well as community 
colleges and Ivy League colleges. 

“Anyone can learn to debate,” 
Pennock-Delgado said. 

There are certain characteristics peo- 
ple should possess prior to entering 
their first competition. According to 
Pennock-Delgado, a debater should be 
prepared to work hard, have persever- 
ance and be knowledgeable in current 
events and policy. 

Those interested in joining the debate 
program should contact Pennock- 
Delgado at Ext. 2404. 

Although there are several types of 
debate, Avila will initially participate in 
Lincoln-Douglas and Parliamentary 
debate. 

A national committee decides the 
topic to be debated in the Lincoln- 
Douglas method. Topics alternate 



School 

initiates 

debate 

program 

New coach pepeuesforfirst season 

by NIKKI BREVIG 

Staff Writer 



Services Office to obtain the coupon. 

Nam* the library Catalog 

Students are needed to help name the 
library’s catalog. The library will be 



Third Annual Mexico Trip 



students to help it choose its own 
catchy name. Send suggestions to 
Kathleen Finegan at 
finegank@mail.avila.edu or call the 
library at Ext. 2311. Suggestions need 
to be submitted by Feb. 28. 

Harmony Week 

This' year’s Harmony Week begins Feb. 
28 and runs through March 3. A slew 
of events are slated to be held during 
the week-long celebration. Look for 
posted fliers anouncing the event. 



Debate is coming to Avila. 

Kristen Pennock-Delgado was hired 
as Avila’s first debate coach. She is 
already recruiting for the co-curricular 
activity, which will begin competing 
next fall. 

Students on the team will travel all 
over the midwest, competing with 
other schools. 

Since there are no divisions in debate 



Debate continued on 



Men’s and Women’s Basketball 
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by KRISTEN REESE 

Features Editor 

Enjoying every moment of life is important to Todor Yamaliev. 

He is a freshman at Avila, and his native homeland is Bulgaria. 

“Bulgaria is a beautiful country. It is small, a little bit smaller than Missouri. We 
have beautiful mountains, and great winter resorts. The people are very polite,” 
Yamaliev said. 

This is Yamalievs first year in America; he joined the Avila community last sum- 
mer. He heard about Avila from his brother, who has lived in Kansas City for seven 
years. 

Yamalievs brother is a computer consultant who looked up a lot of local schools 
for Yamaliev to look at before making a decision. After applying to several area col- 
leges, he settled on Avila. 

“I received a scholarship, and I liked that it is a smaller school,” he said. 

Yamaliev went to a big school in Bulgaria, so Avila was a nice change for him. “In 
Bulgaria I was supposed to go five days a week, now I have a lot more free time. 
Also, some of the things 1 am studying now I have already studied, like biology,” 
he said. 

After he graduates, Yamaliev has ambitions to go to law school, although it is a 
few years down the road. 

Yamaliev plays on the soccer team at Avila. He also enjoys fast cars, techno music 
and joking around. 

“I like going out with friends, especially girls,” Yamaliev said. 



"Unsung 
Heroes" 

Call for 
nominations 

by THE TALON STAFF 



In order to better recognize the talents 
and abilities of the Avila campus, The 
Talon is launching a new section of the 
newspaper-designed exclusively for 
Avila's "Unsung Heroes." 

At least two heroes will be spotlight- 
ed each issue, representing the diverse 
range of campus voices. 

Although there is no set criteria for 
nominations, an unsung hero is any 
student, staff or faculty member who 
soars beyond the average level. A nom- 
inee should be someone who by his or 
her very nature is the example of what 
it means to be a hero. 

Please direct nominations to Steve 
lliff at Ext. 2363. Nominations may 
also be left in thejEditor-in-Chiefs 
mailbox, located near the ATV studio 
in Dallavis. Address nominations to 
the attention of Tiffany Bratton or 
Nikki Brevig. 1 ■. 
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Debate 
coach 
ready to 
launch new 
program 

by NIKKI BREVIG 

Staff Writer 

Kristen Pennock-Delgado has debate 
in her blood. She is bringing her love 
for debate to Avila. 

Pennock-Delgado recently graduated 
from Central Missouri State University, 
where she received a master’s in com- 
munication. She became involved in 



debate in high school after her theater 
teacher asked her if she wanted to be a 
part of the team. 

She said she loved the verbal combat 
and in-depth knowledge that makes up 
debate. Pennock-Delgado continued 
with debate in college, and eventually 
began coaching it. 

Debate is a family affair for Pennock- 
Delgado. She married her college ■ 
debate partner; he coaches debate at 
Liberty High School. 

They have a one-year-old son, Grant, 
who has been attending tournaments 
since birth. Grant is keeping his 
mommy more on her toes than a 
debate tournament; he is learning to 
walk and seems to get into everything. 

When asked if there is a lot of 
“debating” in their home, Pennock- 




Artworh by: LcAnn Hollis 



Delgado said “No. We are not adver- 
sarial. We do not bother arguing since 
we know the other can argue into the 
ground, so there is no winner. Besides, 
we like a lot of the same things.” 

She is pretty focused on getting a 
team together. After she gets settled in, 
she is going to be talking to students 
and working on recruiting. She wants 
' to set up some information nights so 
students can get a feel for what debate 
is about. 

Pennock-Delgado said she hopes to 
set up some summer workshops for 
high school debaters as well. 

She’s starting the new program slowly. 
“We are starting a legacy for every 
team after this. It is important to have . 
a good foundation.” 



Debate 



continued from front page 



Bookstore 



continued from front page 



between international and domestic 
issues. 

The committee usually chooses issues 
that are presently in the public arena. 
Students are informed of the topic at 
the beginning of each year, and are 
required to research the topic and 
gather evidence prior to competition. 
They must gather enough evidence to 
argue both the pro and con sides effec- 
tively. 

The topic is debated one-on-one at 
tournaments, and each tournament has 
between four and six rounds. 

Debaters begin the tournament on 



either the pro or the con side, and then 
alternate sides each round. 

The Parliamentary method is mod- 
eled after the British Parliament. There 
are two people on each team. The 
topic is revealed to the debaters 15 
minutes prior to the start of the round. 

A team is given either the pro or the 
con side, and the topic is usually gen- 
eral. 

The generality allows students to 
draw from their own experience and 
link it to the topic. Audience participa- 
tion is encouraged in Parliamentary 
debate. 



Convenience was not the only moti- 
vation for creating the web site. 
According to Shivery, Avila was com- 
peting with other schools that were 
already offering the service. 

The Avila bookstore created its own 
web site (www.avila.bkstr.com) in 
association with efollett.com. 
Efollett.com is the world's first and 
largest on-line college bookstore, and 
the only on-line retailer to offer clien- 
tele service. 

With efollett.com, students can pur- 
chase or reserve new or used textbooks 
on-line and can pick them up at more 



than 1,000 participating campus book- 
stores, now including Avila College. 

All of the textbook prices advertised 
on-line are identical to the prices 
charged in the bookstore. Nonetheless, 
Shivers said the bookstore will honor 
any price discrepancies, and will sell 
books for the cheaper price. 

Because many students ask why books 
cost as much as they do, a special fea- 
ture of the web site illustrates the cost 
breakdown through a diagram. 

The bookstore plans to expand its 
site by selling Avila insignia merchan- 
dise on-line in the future. 
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cloning of a sheep-it has been decided- 
ly understood that technology is carry- 
ing the world into a new territory. 
Humanity seems ill-prepared for its 
racing technological achievements. 

Technology has already superseded 
ethics, flinging the civilized world into 
a series of controversial circumstances. 

The facts alive in the present world 
are already startling. 

Scientists are currently capable of 
growing human body parts on lab rats, 
and have confidence that one day they 
will be able to replace human limbs 
and organs. Conceivably, an individ- 
ual’s entire body could be re-grown as 
a result of genetics. 

As knowledge in genetics expands, a 
modern form of medicine will 
emerge-but not without consequences. 
The world has yet to decide how it will 
answer basic questions of life and 
death; the ethics surrounding cloning 
is still hazy. 

About 70 human heads, some with 
their bodies still attached, presently 
await a future when people will be 
reanimated from death. In the mean- 
time, the corpses remain frozen in liq- 
uid nitrogen-and serve as the first 
guinea pigs for a god-like form of sci- 
ence. 

It could be said that today’s world 
leaders have been plunged into a tight 
position; they are responsible for lay- 
ing the groundwork that leads to the 
future. So far, they seem to agree on at 
least two points: a lot needs to be 
decided, yet so much still remains 
unclear. 

Underlying all of these questions and 
flaying debris of concerns is the com- 
puter. Whatever the future may bring, 
the computer will be the antecedent 
leading humanity onward. Each leap in 
technology, each bit of knowledge 
revealed, will owe at least part of its 
existence to artificial intelligence. 

And this reality alone may be what is 
causing a mixed feeling of excitement 



and fear to emerge within the psyche 
of today’s leaders. 

The fact is that humans have been 
the most intelligent creatures on earth 
for millennia. But they are about to 
lose their foothold to their own cre- 
ation-the computer. Within a short 
period of lime, the human brain will 
be dwarfed by an endless montage of 
artificial intelligence. 

According to Moores Law, as asserted 
by Intel co-founder Gordon Moore, 
artificial intelligence doubles in capaci- 
ty every 18 months. This means that 
the computers developed 30 years 
from now will be 1 ,000 times smarter 
than the ones used today. 

Soon, computers will become entirely 
self-sufficient, and will no longer rely 
on humans for their creation; they will 
recreate themselves. 

AH of these swirling controversies lie 
dormant within the growing human 
reliance on the computer. No one 
knows what nightmares or wondrous 
hopes might be unlocked in the future. 
Although the Pandora’s box fails to 
reveal itself, the past can at least guide 
the future. 

When Albert Einstein asserted his 
famous formula, energy equals mass 
times the speed of light squared 
(E=MC 2 ), the world marveled at the 
possibilities unfolding within this new 
perception of reality. 

What the world was unprepared for, 
what Einstein’s marvelous break- 
through in thought created, was not 
present in the wildest of imaginations. 

His genius eventually led to the 
development of nuclear physics, and 
with it the development of the atomic 
bomb. 

Cancer epidemics swarmed through- 
out Japan after the A-bombs were 
dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 
1945. Those closest to ground zero, 
the drop site, were literally vaporized 
by the nuclear reactions. All that 
remained of them were bright silhou- 



Humanity 
enters brave 
new world 



Reflections on the creation of 
tomorrow’s reality 

by TIFFANY LEIGH BRATTON 

Edilor-in-Cluef 



Humanity is standing at the threshold 
of a new era,- a world of potential that 
will revolutionize life within the next 
thousand years. 

Images of ceaseless possibility have 
already saturated popular culture, por- 
traying the future as a utopian reali- 
ty— one in which humankind will gain 
complete mastery over the natural 
world. 

Space travel and new definitions of 
work and play are already being 
launched within the human imagina- 
tion. 

Underlying these present strides in 
development is a belief that tomorrow’s 
world will finally know peace and 
hope. 

But before people relax their senses 
and choose to glide effortlessly into the 
next millennium, it could be worth- 
while to contemplate what the forth- 
coming centuries might bring. 

Although individuals may fantasize 
about flying cars and slave robots, 
longer lives and self-maintained 
homes, the future could become less 
laiualizlng than wishful daydreams 
assume. 

Cries of concern are already being 
heard around the globe; above all, the 
new age promises to create a “brave 
new world,” a reality unlike any previ- 
ously known to humankind. 

Since the controversial research in 
gcnetics-which culminated in the 



ettes against a darkened ground. 

Others died slowly, their bodies rav- 
aged by exposure to radiation. 

Although the debate regarding the 
ethics of the bombing continues, one 
truth screams forth: humanity now has 
the ability to destroy itself. 

With this reality the world ventures 
onward, heads held high and promises 
carried within hopeful hearts. 

Regardless of the past, the future is 
expectantly anticipated. 

Whatever that future may be, wherev- 
er the world is going, now is the time 
that these concerns are being decided. 

As humanity partners with its cre- 
ation, placing its faith and hope in the 
computer, a little bit of tomorrow is 
revealed. 

The Talon will explore some of these 
possibilities in the forthcoming issues. 
The Millennium Series will attempt to 
view the groundwork of the past in 
order to better understand the present 
and the possibilities for the future. As 
always, the readers must decide the 
final outcome of the ideas and possibil- 
ities asserted in the Millennium Series. 



The Millenni! 
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NEED VIDEO WORK? EMPLOY A 
COLLEGE STUDENT WHO NEEDS MONEY 
FOR TUITION! I CAN DO ANYTHING FROM 
PUTTING PHOTOS ONTO VIDEO TO 
SHOOTING GRADUATIONS & WEDDINGS TO 
CUSTOM PROJECTS. I AM QUALIFIED AND 
REASONABLY PRICED. INTERESTED, CALL 
SETH AT 816.512.0272 



Jimmy Vogel 



The Diviners set to 
dazzle audiences 

Newest play begins Feb. 24 in Goppert 



by PATTI BARNES 

Staff Writer 

“It’s the Our Town of both the ‘90s 
and the turn of the century-the Our 
Town of our generation,” expressed Dr. 
Charlene Gould, director of the theater 
program. Gould describes The Diviners, 
the first production of the spring 
semester, as a “simple story of humani- 
ty.” 

The Diviners, by James Leonard, is a 
popular play and an American College 
Theater Festival award winner. It is a 
highly theatrical play about living in 
rural Indiana in a simpler time, the 
1930s. 

The Diviners is a moving story about 
the disturbed friendship between a boy 
and a disenchanted preacher. The boy, 
who is traumatized after losing his 
mother, is deathly afraid of water. He 
does, however, possess a special gift 



that allows him to find water, which is 
a blessing for the community, f 

Why would people want to go see 
this play? The Diviners gives the audi- 
ence a good, feeling about the Great 
Depression and some of the struggles 
experienced during that time. 

It reflects upon a time wheti the trac- 
tor was considered a great invention; 
not the computer. “It’s a nice, refresh- 
ing escape from the world of technolo- 
gy,” Gould said. 



It s a nice, 
refreshing escape 
from the world 
of technology," 

Gould said. 

..'nonio 

•-IMA 
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The Diviners will be showing in 
Goppert Theater Feb. 24-26 at 8 p.m. 
with a matinee on Feb. 27 at 2 p.m. 
Admission is free for students and 
faculty members. 



Are you considering 
adoption? 

-We can help you find a 
family 

-No fee to you 
-Private and Confidential 

We represent many couples 
who very much want to adopt. 

FOR A CONFIDENTIAL CONSULTATION 
CONTACT 

Karen Rosenberg 

at the law offices of Krigel & Krigel, P.C. 

756-5800 



Workouts That Really Work.™ 

The YMCA is the exclusive 
home of Fitlinxx interactive 
fitness management system. 

With fitlinxx you will have 
your personal fitness trainer 
on call!! 

GROUP DISCOUNT AVAILABLE 
FOR AVILA STUDENTS! ! 

RED BRIDGE YMCA 

11300 Holmes Road - Kansas City, MO 64131-3627 
Phone: (816) 942-0308 



YMCA 
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Mariah 
Carey soars 
to #1 spot 

by ERIN BARNES 

Staff Writer 



slot. 

Even though 13 of the 17 songs are 
certified #1 hits, Carey explains in the 
album’s open letter that, “this is not a 
greatest hits album.” Instead, she 
explains that it is simply a “thank you” 
to all who helped make these records 
hits. 

#1 showcases Carey’s wide scope of 
vocal ability. Her growth from earlier, 
more easy listening releases, such as 
"Love Takes Time," is apparent when 
compared to the more recent R&B 
song "Sweetheart." The entire CD has 
a good mix of slow songs, like "My 
All," and fun tracks, like "Fantasy," 
featuring O.D.B. 

In addition, Carey added four bonus 
tracks for “various reasons,” which she 
lists in the album's open letter. 

With its catchy lyrics and good beats, 
which have stood the test of time so 
far, this is an excellent CD for people 
to have in their collection, even if they 
are not a fan of Carey. 

On a scale of one to 10, 1 give this 
CD an 8.5. But do not just take it from 
me. After all, this CD is already guar- 
anteed to be a hit. 



by ROSSANA VALLAZZA 

Staff Writer 



Mariah Carey certainly proves that 
she was not named Artist of the ' 
Decade by Billboard Music for nothing 
with her CD entitled: #l’s. 

This album is filled to capacity with 
its 17 tracks. It ranges from her 1990 
releases, including "Vision of Love," to 
last year's "When You Believe," a duet 
sung with Whitney Houston. 

"When You Believe" is nominated for 
two Grammy Awards at this year’s cer- 
emony. 

Just last month, Carey received the 
American Music Awards special Award 
of Achievement for being the first 
artist in rock and roll history to have a 
number one single every year of the 
decade, as well as having three singles 
enter the charts at the number one 



Career Week-four days for students to find out how to prepare for the profession- 
al world-is on the horizon. Interview skills, presentations, a career panel and alum- 
ni reception, practice interviews and a dress for success fashion show will take over 
Avila's campus soon. What better way to start this issue than with an interview of a 
professional woman giving the low down on dressing for success? 

Becky McKelvey has worked at Avila for two years. She is the administrative assis- 
tant to Joe Deighton, the coordinator of disability services and chair for the 
employee recognition committee. Having four children and a professional career, 
she is most knowledgeable when it comes to looking good and dressing for the 
occasion. ' 



Rossana: Where do you shop? Why? 

Becky: I like to shop everywhere. A lot of my basics are from The Gap and the 
Limited. 1 also go to Stein Mart sometimes for a good deal. I got married this past 
July, and I found my wedding dress in a store at TownCenter Plaza called White 
House & Black Market. I was on my way to Panera Bread for lunch when 1 saw this 
perfect white dress in the window. 1 did not even try it on, I just bought it. 

Ross: What do you mean by basics? 

Becky: Good basics are anything in a neutral color and a good fabric. For example, 
black, tan and gray are considered basics. When I started working, I invested in 
high-quality basic clothing that lasts forever. Gabardine is a material you can wear 
all year round. It does not wrinkle very easily, either. 1 have sweater sets and blaz- 
ers that cost mpre because.they are high quality, but I have had them for 8-10 
years. This year 1 bought a lot of gray. With these basic colors, everything can go 
with something in. your closet. I rarely put my clothes together the night before. It's 
not' a chore-to pick something when you have basic colors in your closet. 

Ross: What about accessories? | 

Becky: Buy the fashionable or "faddish" stuff I 



Talent show 
promises 
to be a hit 



The prize purse has reached an all- 
time high with $100 going to the first 
place winner, $75 for second place and 
$50 for third place. 

Director of campus ministry Stephen 
Huber will take over MC duties from 
Ryan Glasgow, who graduated last May. 

The highlight of the last two talent 
shows has been the gospel singing of 
Kami Johnson. Johnson, a member of 
the Avila College choir, has taken 
home the first, prize both years, and 
also performed at last year's graduation 
ceremony. 

Another two-time money winner is 
senior Kari Donnell. Donnell, the’ start- 
ing point guard for the women's bas- 
ketball team, can often be heard 
singing the National Anthem at Avila 
sporting events. 

For information regarding the Third 
Annual Talent Show, including details 
on available audio support, please con- 
tact the Office of Student Activities at 
(816) 942-8400, Ext. 2226. ' 



in small items. Leopard prints and ponytail ~ 
hair items make, gr^at aece^spijes for an out?, 
fit, but they go out of style quickly. You also • 
have to have nice, comfortable shoes. This is 
a must. Ipsed to see a pair of shoes^and buy 
them because they looked good, evenif.tljgy ; 
made my feet bleed! I s do not buy any lhpe:if 
it is nb't conifomblethe moment my foot' d 
slips into itr* v -; 

■ .. >• ' ■ V. - . . i 

Ross: Is there something in your closet that 
you adore and your family hates? - 
Becky: I have my blanky sweatshjrt! It has . 
Southern Illinois University on it and is 
frayed around the collar from being washed 
so much 1 wear it whenever it is cold out or 
I am sick My kids say, "Oh no!" when! get,) 
into it. It is so soft that it feels like silk how:" 



by BLAKE FRY 

Contributing Writer 



Fire eating, dancing, sketch comedy, 
singing, guitar-playing, lip-syncing and 
rapping: over the past two years; the 
Avila College talent show has, seen a 
variety of talent that would make a 
summer music festival organizer jeal- 
ous. 

The Talent Show, organized and 
sponsored by S.U.B., gives Avila stu- 
dents the opportunity to show off their 
unique talents, and win money in the 
process. 

This year's event will take place at 9 
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 16 in the Marian 
Center Snack Bar. Entry forms are 
available in the Office of Student Life. 



Ross: What advice can you give to those 
people getting ready to be professionals? 



Bficky: Go shopping with a friend you trust 
for good basic suits and clothing. You dp nc 
know- whaj you look like in those pants ,< 
because you cannot see behind you. They 
need to be honest with you. Dress age apprt 
priately-you know what looks good on 
younger people. Don't war the. wrong outfi 
in the wropg envuemment. A sexy 
shouldn't be. worn in a ’professional ‘.woTk :? 
environment. 

■■ ■■ ■ ■ ■' - ' ' 



people know about the deadline, and 
where to turn submissions in at,” 

Susan Lawlor, art adviser for The Scop, 
said. . . ■ 

Scop is an Old English poet or min- 
strel. The term was used in the fifth to 
eighth centuries. Scops were singers 
and storytellers who spoke about 
Teutonic heroes at major feastivals. 

The name Scop was not used after 
the Teutonic tribes were converted to 
Christianity in the eighth century. 

Look for The Scop to be out sometime 
in May. 

“It is going to be the Millennium edi- 
tion; there will be something old and 
something new,” Tekia Thompson, The 
Scop Chief Literary Editor, said. 



The Scop 
voices 
student's 
creative side 



by KRISTEN REESE 

Features Editor 



Cuz we Love ya! 

10% off any Super Combo 
at the Snack Bar. 



The Scop is asking students to explore 
their creative side and showcase their 
creativity to the campus. 

The Scop is Avila’s literary and art 
magazine. Photos, drawings, short sto- 
ries and poems are published in the 
magazine each year. 

“We will be putting up flyers to let 



Expires Feb. 29, 2000 Coupon Not valid with other offers 
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Eighty-two-year-old nun 
builds clinic in Mexico 

Si: Marie Tucker lends a helping hand in third-world country. 

by MELANIE SCHMITTLING 

Associate Editor 



The building was built by band from 
the ground up, and consisted of wood 
frames, a concrete floor, framed roof, 
insulation and wiring for electricity. 

“There was this contrast,’’ Sr. Marie 
said. “Everywhere you see this horrible 
sand and dirt. And yet you see all these 
smiles.” 

The seven day trip proved to be an 
eye-opening experience for many of 
the people that went. 

Sr. Marie recalls, “I was very sur- 
prised that the little kids of the town 
we were in were so happy. I looked 
around wondering where their homes 
were, and remember feeling sad for 
them. But they were not sad. Their 
problems were the least of their wor- 
ries.” 



Eighty-two-year-old Sister Marie 
Tucker, CSJ, of Avila College was more 
than just spiritual inspiration on a 
recent mission trip to Juarez, Mexico. 
She proved to be as energetic as the 
rest of the work crew who spent Jan. 
2-8 in Juarez. 

Sr. Marie took her turn in sawing the 
wood for the frame work of the clinic, 
as well as painting the decorative wood 
pieces that framed the front door of 
the clinic. 

Through an interdisciplinary studies 
course, entitled "Mexico: People and 
Politics," Sr. Marie and two Avila pro- 
fessors-assistant professor in commu- 
nication Ben Meade and assistant pro- 
fessor in political science Jay Theis-led 
32 students to Mexico. 



The trip put things in a whole new perspective for me. It was unbelievable to see 
first hand how these people live, and how their government sits back and watches 
it happen. It felt really good to go down to Mexico and build the clinic for the 
town. It was a true feeling of self-fulfillment when the building was completed ’’ 
-Tyler Barr, sophomore,. business major 



The group made the 21-hour journey Born in Kansas City, Sr. Marie sur- 
to Mexico and found themselves enter- vived the depression and eventually 




ing a third-world country as they 
crossed the border. 

“The students I went to Mexico with 
were wonderful; they were so wrapped 
up in what they were doing for the 
people of this town," Sr. Marie said 
with a grin on her face. 

The group traveled to a poverty- 
stricken town located on the outskirts 
of Juarez, where they constructed a 
medical clinic. 



went on to receive her college degree. 
Sr. Marie has been in the education 
system for many years. She came to 
Avila to teach English as a Second 
Language for international students. 

Although she is officially retired from 
teaching, Sr. Marie feels very passion- 
ate about raising retirement money for 
the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet, 
and that is what keeps her busy today. 



“The biggest shock to me was the children. The children of the town have 
nothing, but always seem to maintain a smile.” 

-Andrew Marx, junior, communication major 



cw uiai going to Mexico would have an impact on my life. What I 
't know was it would have a lasting impact. The personal achieve- 
of finishing the clinic, the culture that I saw, how we lived for the 
ve were down there , and the new friendships that were made will 

change my life forever.” 
-Kristi Clore, senior, communication major 
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“The Mexico trip was a very enlightening experience for me, both 
emotionally and academically. I learned a great deal, not only about 
myself, but also about another culture.” 

-Keri Abell, junior, history major 



Mexico was very touching because it made me think about what’s going on in 

the world around me.” 
-Terry Mykins, senior, communication major 



“I was surprised to see all the children so happy and ready to 
interact with us. Even though we couldn’t speak their 
language, we were still able to understand each other.” 
-Denise Bradshaw, junior, communication major 



Photo Enhanced by: Jessica Palmer 



Photographs by: Seth Boyer, Melanie Schmittling and Denise Bradshaw 
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Somehow, this dilemma fell out of my firmed that that would be acceptable 
mind as 1 raced through Kansas City payment. Miracle number two had 

toward the post office. I had planned thus happened in an instant, 

to borrow cash from my mother to The woman who was collecting and 

purchase stamps, but discovered that postmarking mail overheard the con- 

she was not carrying cash seconds versations. Her contribution was a 

before we entered the post office. receipt for the postage just purchased. 

It did not matter. The main post We could now be reimbursed. This 

office collects and sorts mail; it does was miracle number three, 

not sell stamps. I glanced at the clock while we were 

In one flash of reality, the deadline leaving the post office. The red digital 

became impossible. But it was not numbers broadcast the time. It was 

hopeless. midnight. The fourth miracle had 

What I realized during those 15 spin- occurred. I had beaten the clock, but 

ning eternities is the collective power only due to the willingness and kind 

that each of us shares. Nothing is choices of others. The situation had 

impossible when everyone chooses to been placed in their control, and they 
do the right thing. And through these had made decisions that created hope 
chokes, miracles are revealed. and promise. 

A woman standing in line overheard Above all, I learned that night that 

me talking to my mother.. She had there is a latent power alive within our 

extra postage, and offered it to us. A souls; it resides in our free will, 

man stood at the counter licking Nomatterwhatthesituationmay. be, 

stamps. He had one stamp left over, within each of us lies a reservou- ipClvf 

and smiled as he thrust his hand for- hidden power-our ability to choose 

ward. ‘You’re welcome to it," he said.. the right path. We can be selfish and 

But the total postage needed was horde our resources, or be open and 

more than whatiwas they need our assis- 



Miracles 

reveal 

human 

goodness 

The 15-minute lesson 

by TIFFANY LEIGH BRATTON 

Editor-in-Chief 

It was 15 minutes until midnight-a 
deadline that seemed to stretch before 
me like an unreachable oasis. Fifteen 
minutes left, and 1 knew only this: that 
the situation was no longer in my con- 
trol. 

I had no idea that a collage of mira- 
cles were about to take place, miracles 
that would showcase ai unyf pprtion.of 
our spiritual potential in a mere ; 15 
minute span of time. ' ' 

A sinking- sen$eof 'defeat had already 
begun to creep into my consciousness. 



promised. When he openet 



don’t know why, but something has 
been missing, and I don’t know what 
that missing ipiece is. 

People have made’ suggestions, but 

none of them pan out. 

. . • ■' r*:/. ■ 

What should make me happy? 

Family? We are closer now than we 
have ever been. 

Friends? I have some of the best 
around. . 

God? He’s there, and we, are talking 
some stuff out. 

Money? Anyone who has had to 
work -their way through college knows 
all about that one. 

But overall, I’ve got a good life, so 
why am I not happy? 

How many of us are really happy day 
to day? If you are, congratulations, I 
applaud you. 

But, I think most of us live a fairly 
mundane existence. I also believe that 
most of us are looking for something 
to make our lives more complete. 
However, what makes each of us 
complete varies from person to person. 

So, the next time you try to tell 
someone what should make them 
happy, stop yourself. Because the last 
thing someone like me needs is some- 
one like you telling me howl should 



excercise your voice 

editorial., 



Who can say w hat happy is ? 

by SARAH LAFONTAINE 

Opinions Editor 



Happiness. What, is it? How do you 
define it? Is my idea of happiness the 
same as yours? I don’t think so. Can 

•A':. 

you tell me what makes me happy? 

No, you can’t, because whtrt -makes you 
happy is not what makes me happy. 

I recently had a discussion with 
someone on this very subject. During 
our conversation we each came to real- 
ize just how different our views of hap- 
piness were. 

When I try to think back to the last 
time that 1 was truly, purely happy, 1 
can’t remember. It’s been that long. I 
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Mexican 
smiles teach 
faith 

Reflections on the meaning of 
recent Mexico trip 

by MELANIE SCHMITTUNG 

Associate Editor 



Thirty-three Avila students, 
including myself, made the 21- 
hour journey to Juarez. Those of 
us who had never been there 
before were completely shocked 
when we crossed the Mexican 
border. 

Our goal down there was to 
construct a medical clinic for a 
town on the outskirts of Juarez. 
At the time that we were driving 
through the streets of this 
impoverished town, it did not 
quite hit me yet what we were 
witnessing. 

The reality of this lifestyle 
finally hit me when I stood at 
the Mexican/American border 
fence and realized what I was 
seeing. • 

1 could literally look less than 



and the clean streets. 

And 1 began to realize what 1 
take for granted as a citizen of 
the United States of America. 

In Mexico our accommodations 
did not have running water, 
which meant no showers for an 
entire week, and we did not have 
heat for warmth. 

Our toilets did not even flush 
by themselves. Yet, we at least 
had an indoor bathroom. 
However, the people of these 
poverty-stricken towns live like 
this day in and day out. 

The fact is that their lives will 
never change, but the one thing 
you do see day in and day out is 
continuous smiles. ( 

They are so happy, no matter 



the people of Mexico and the 
people of the United States. 

The Mexicans have a sense of 
constant hope-. They are not con- 
cerned with money and material- 
istic objects that often keep peo- 
ple of the United States preoccu- 
pied. ' . 

These people are able to get 
past all of their inhibitions in 
life, and realize that the love of 
family, a strong faith in God and, 
most importantly, hope is what 

V _ , . 



A little green ball was all they 
had. They flocked around us like 
they had known us our entire 
lives. Although they did not 
speak our language, we were still 
able td communicate with them. 
)dT-hese are the people of Juarez, 
M&xico. They live without run- 
ning water, electricity or heat, 
even though the temperatures 
fait to arous'd 30 depees .... 

,uci " 






Manipulating 
the power of 
choice 



he has to then get out a tape recorder 
and record your testimonial about how 
much you want him in order to avoid 
sexual assault accusations. 

The truth is, waking up the next 
morning with a moral conscience does 
not give a woman, or anyone, for that 
matter, the right to wash away a poor 
choice by placing unjustifiable negli- 
gence on someone else. It also ruins 
the life of the other person you choose 
to let carry the weight of your guilt for 
having made a poor decision. 

I feel that a double standard on sexu- 
al assault exists because of misconcep- 
tions on women's role in sex. Have 
women not acknowledged, or do men 
not know, that women enjoy sex? 
Maybe we don't say “no,” not because 
he "got you drunk," but because we 
just want sex. Maybe we manipulate 
situations to get what we want, to be 
in control, to feel accepted, to feel 
pretty, to escape the title of “good girl,” 
or whatever. 

The bottom line is that waking up 
the next day and deciding to scream 
rape for something you enjoyed the 
night before is wrong. 

It devalues the kind of rape that bru- 
talizes a woman, haunts her. It also 
makes women appear weak and 
pathetic, as though we have no choice 
in life, as though we are just the vic- 
tims of men's animalist sex cravings. 

The truth is that we do have choice 
and that we are empowered with the 
ability to make poor decisions. 



wake up the next morning with a 
moral conscience and declare rape. 
Men citing rape might sound pathetic, 
but what is ironic is that women have 
declared rape in events just as this 
without appearing pathetic. So, what 
does this say about our view of 
women? I believe it makes women 
look weak and unintelligent. 

We don't have the brain of a small 
child, nor are we retarded. We can 
choose to go out with friends that care 
about us, we can choose how much we 
drink. Somehow, after all that, we can 
still choose not to drink and drive. 

Yet, by the Avila College sexual 
assault policy, we are completely inca- 
pable of saying “no” to sex. Justifying a 
sexual assault allegation like this 
knocks women down on so many lev- 
els. It makes it seem as though we 
don't have enough brain power to 
drink in the company of people who 
care about us, to keep from going 
home with someone we don't really 
know and then allow ourselves to will- 
ingly sleep with that person. 

How can we be trusted to make cor- 
porate decisions, to educate others, to 
hold offices in government, if we can- 
not be held responsible for social 
choices? 

The Avila College sexual assault poli- 
cy only stands credible if we allow one 
variable, that men, even when incapac- 
itated, have more intelligence and per- 
suasive power. 

The policy makes it so that after 
severe fondling on your part and his, 



tated." 

This leads me to believe that it is not 
about saying “no,” it is about not say- 
ing “yes." What exactly leaves some- 
one incapacitated? Is it possible that 
both parties could be incapacitated, 
and together make a foolish choice? 

Let me pose a situation. Suppose two 
people, a man and a woman, meet at a 
party. Neither one knows much about 
the other. Through the evening each 
party consumes, by their own free will, 
a large amount of alcohol. 

Then, at the end of the evening, they 
choose to leave together and end up 
sleeping together. 

Both of them may feel emotionally 
violated, both of them were "incapaci- 
tated," but neither party refused the 
other's advances. So, based on this 
scenario, can either party claim they 
were sexually assaulted by the other? 

I find that both parties have made a 
poor choice, but I don't see how just 
one of them can be blamed for the 
actions that both of them participated 
in that night (In no way am 1 under- 
mining the kind of sexual assault that 
is caused by superior physical strength, 
the kind in which a woman physically 
tries to fight off and cannot escape.). 

I come from the “‘No’ means ‘No’” 
ideology. If you don't like someone 
coming on to you, tell them "no," 
scream "no," and if that is not respect- 
ed, you have been sexually assaulted, 
raped. 

Here's another thought, if no physical 
struggle is involved, why can't the man 



by AMY YOUNG 

Production Adviser 



The idea that people have free will is 
all around us. In the media there's 
"Just Say No," "Choose Abstinence” 
and "Don't Drink and Drive." The 
messages empower us with the ability 
to make a difference and to choose our 
path in life. 

.. Even in tough times, we have the 
Ability to choose how to deal with situ- 
ations that arise. In addition, women 
today have so many more choices in 
life than ever before. We can choose a 
president, choose a career, choose to 
be a mother. 

I find, though, that sometimes we 
choose to use the power of choice only 
when it suits our issue. We use our 
.new power of choice to decide when 
"choosing to be powerless" gives us 
the most control. 

I would like to address the Avila 
College sexual assault policy (1998 
Campus Crime Report). 

The policy defines sexual assault as 
"Any physical contact of a sexual 
nature which occurs by force or coer- 
cion, or which is directed at a person 
who is mentally impaired or incapaci- 
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Lady Eagles 
wind down 
season on 
high note 

by CHRIS ERVIN 

Staff Writer 



The Lady Eagles are winding down 
die season with excellent play. Part of 
this is due to guard Kari Donnell’s con- 
tribution to the team. 

Donnell is completing her career with 
only a few assists away from breaking 
the school record. 

Overall, the women are ranked high 
in the nation in field goal percentage 
as a team. This success stems from 
great team chemistry and work ethic, 
as well as team spirit. 

This high percentage was confirmed 
last month when the team was ranked 
17th in the nation. Weeks of hard 
work, practice and competitive confer- 
ence games seemed to be paying off for 
the team. 

But after suffering a disappointing 
three point loss to Kansas Newman 
University, the Lady Eagles may have 
put their solid conference record on 
the line. 

The outcome will be decided when 
the Lady Eagles take their game on the 
road. 

The team's most recent home game 
was Feb. 8 against St. Mary's College. 

If the team can continue towsustain 
their play, they will put themselves in a 
great position to win a conference 
championship and enter the MCAC 
Tournament on a high note. The tour- 
nament begins Feb. 22, with the time 
and location to be announced. 



Photography by: Karen Guber 



Kari Donnell charges down court creating Eagle offense against Kansas Newman University. 



games. The win against Haskell 
University improved the Eagle’s overall 
record to 3-20 on the season. 

“Despite our record, we have 
improved. We’re not giving up,” Totta 
said. “We have good people that work 
hard. Getting better takes tin\£.‘ > l‘H<‘ rl * ■ xo J 
future is bright, although it has been 
tough.” 

Moultrie said the team has to keep 
moving forward. “We just have to 
move toward the pack. We’re just look- 
ing to be in a favorable position head- 
ing into conference finals,” he said. 

The Eagles took on conference 
match-up St. Mary College Feb. 8 in 
their most recent home event. 



ball team has been struggling on the 
court. 

“We’ve lost a lot of players to injuries 
and a couple because of ineligibility,” 
head coach Nick Totta said. “We went 
into the season undermanned in cer- 
tain positions; consequently, the odds 
were against us.” 

Guard K.C. Moultrie said the team 
has suffered a string of bad luck with 
injuries. “It’s just been one thing after 
another,” he said. “Even so, we’re play- 
ing close games and are a better team 
overall.” 

After three previous losses, including 
one to MCAC top-ranked Kansas 
Newman University, the men picked 
up their second win in their last five 



Men's 
basketball 
strives to 
overcome 
obstacles 



by KAREN GUBER 

Sports Editor 



Lacking key elements of experience 
and healthy players, the men’s basket- 



11212 Holmes Road, Kansas City, MO 64131 



Young’s Deli & Bakery 



(816) 942-4433 

519 E 111th St. 

Kansas City, MO 64131 
Red Bridge Shopping Center 



Business Hours 



Phone 816-942-0202 

Mon-Sat 7am-10pm 
Sun. 8am-8pm 



To find out the most current information about 
campus events you can go on-line, give us a call 
or read all about it. 



Enterprise Rent-A-Car, the largest rental car company in North America, and recently named one of 
the top 1 00 companies in America to work for by Fortune magazine has current part-time job 
opportunities in the South Johnson County area. 

JOB DUTIES include, but not limited to: customer service, shuttling cars within the Kansas City Metro 
Area. Job duties will progress as you learn the position. 

QUALIFICATIONS: The ideal candidates has an upbeat, energetic, outgoing personality. Retail 
experienve a plus, but not required. Must have an excellent driving record. 

If you want more information, or to apply, please call : 

Janette at 913-383-2520, x4 12 

EOE 



Find out the up to the minute details of Avila College campus events 
on the internet. You can get a complete listing of all campus events 
with full descriptions and details by clicking on 



If you prefer to read all about it. ...watch for articles in The Talon or 
rivers posted around campus. You can also lind copies of the campus 
events calendar for your convenience located in Marian Center, 
Borscrinc Center, O’Rirlly Hall, Mabec Fieldhousc, and the Hooley- 
Bundsclm Library 



Pick Enterprise. We'll pick you up. 
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DEAN'S LIST 



DEAN'S LIST 
FALL, 1999 

Full-time students (35-4.0 GPA) 

Abell, Keri Laine 
Adams, John Michael 
Agnelly, Jessica Marie 
Arganistova, Helena S. 

Baker, Angela Nicole 
Barr, Tyler Robert 
Barth, Leslie Erin 
Basler, Bethany Marie 
Bass, Stephanie Lynn 
Beard, Elizabeth Ann 
Berg, Elizabeth Rose 
Bernhardt, Nancy Ann 
Bettis, Susan Alice 
Blackman, Clare Annie 
Blake, Ashley Elizabeth 
Bonadonna, Vincent Paul 
Bowman, Erin Rose 
Boyle, Kathryn Alice 
Bradshaw, Denise Lynn 
Branaman, Jessica Leigh 

Brajifln, Tiffany Leigh 

Brenier, Robert Eric 
Brevig, Nicole Elizabeth 
Bridge, Megan Michelle 
Brown, Haley Danae 
Brown, Michelle Carol 
Burke, NacdtlejElan - 
Cabrera, Alicia Angel - 
Calvert, Randy Keith 
Calvin, Mary Michelle 
Carlson, Kimberly Sue 
Carrithers, Alyson A. 

Cason, Brandi.Nicole ; ■ 

Cavole, Lakira Dane 
Chang, Chiao-Ya 
Chang, Chiao-Yin 
Como, Joseph M. ; 

CorsajJti .Kelly S. 

Cox, Thtjfp^e Mrj- 
Craig, Karen Lynn 
Cumow, Melanie Anne 
Curtis, Sarah D. 

Cutler, Courtney Jo 
Damron, Brooks Jason 
DeSantis, Regina Marie 
Dickerson, Julie Secrest 
Dinges, Lesa Marie 
Doerhoff, Janah Lynn 



Donnell, Kari Marie 
Donovan, Dana Marie 
Downs, Andrea Jeanne 
Dreisewerd, Jennifer Marie 
Duffelmeyer, Elizabeth Rachelle 
Dusenberg, Jenifer Nicole 
Dziurawiec, Christopher Brent 
Eiserer, Mary Kathryn 
Eppert, Todd Michael 
Erickson, Jeremiah James 
Ervin, Meghan E. 

Eye, Andrea Lynn 
Fennewald, Amy Christine 
Findlay, Eric C. 

Foster, Dawn E. 

Freeman, Melissa Jean 
Frenzen, Abby George 
Frevert, Kelli M. 

Ganaway, Jewel G. 

Gann, Aubrey Patricia 
Gatewood, Jason B. 

Gleeson, Chris A. 

Gleeson, William P. 

Goeckeritz, Erika J. 

Goetz, Connie Diane 
Gonzalez, Jessica Bertha 
Gray, Rebecca Ann 
Gustafson, Tara R. 

Hanneman, Jamie Marie 
Hara, Fumiko 
Harper, Patricia Ann 
Harshaw, Philomina Marie 
Hatfield,- Kelly Lee 
Hatfield, Rhianna Kay 
Hedspeath, Lynnette M. 

Henry, Margaret Mary 
Herrell, Thomi A. 

Hillis, Jennifer Lynn 
Hirst, Daniel John 
Hollingsworth, Deserae L. 
Horsley, Elizabeth Renee 
Howard, Jill Diane 
Huber, Robert R 
Huffman, Regina L. 

Ishum, Sean-M. 

Jackson, Rob Thomas 
Johnson, Ivon Imani 
Jones, Breanna LaNell 
Jones, Jennifer Suzanne 
Joshi, Sangeeta Kum'ari 
Kamphoefner, Angela Marie 
Kelley, Carlene Rene 
Keman, Heather M. 

Kilgore, Derek Jace 
Kim, Dae-Suk 
Kindle, Jennifer Marie 



Lakey, Jill Marie 
Lamb, Melody R. 

Lawrence, Megan DeAnn 
Lewis, Michelle R. 

Lillig, Jeremy Mathew 
Lininger, Tammy Lee 
Loner, Randi Dawn 
Loschke, Ellen M. 

Lucero, Marie 
Lyon, Patricia Daly 
Marker, Jennifer Lynn 
McCord, Robert R. 

McDaniel, Kathryn Anne 
McKitterick, Tammy Deane 
McKnight, Randall Kelly 
McWilliams, Sheila K. 
Metelskaya, Natalia Glebovna 
Miles, Jeremiah Joseph 
Miller, Ashley Noel 
Mims, Darci Michelle 
Mitchell, Sara Leanne 
Moad, Sifonya Mary 
Monterroza, Elsy Marilu 
Monterroza, Yeni Marixa 
Montgomery, Liesl Marie 
Moreland, Mark D. 

Morris, Kelley Nichole 
Morris, Shalee K. 

Moultrie, Kale Charles 
Muehlebach, Kristen C. 
Muller, Michael Paul 
Neland, Kristi R. 

Nugent, Robin S. 

Orr, Kelsey Anne 
Osborne, Rebecca L 
Oshel, Ann Renee 
Oxler, Paul Andrew 
Paine, Jon R. 

Painter, Leann Christine 
Palmer, Gerald Morse 
Palmer, Jessica M, T 

Park, Hyosym 
Parker, Kevin W - 
Peters, Sara J ; r - 
Pleiss, Colleen Rose 
Porter, Andrea Lynn J, , 
Prewitt. Steven Forrest ; - 
Purk, Laurie Marie 
Purtle, Stephanie R. . v . . 
Quackenbush, Ryan Dean • 
Ransom, Brandon David 
Reaka, Jill Christine 
Reese, Kristen 
Rethemeyer, Alison Kay 
Richardson, Samantha Lynn 
Robb, Kathy Jo 






Rogers, Tracy Lynn 
Rood, Stacey Christine 
Rothlisberger, Lisa Danelle 
Schmittling, Melanie L. 
Schonhardt, Anne Kathryn 
Seals, Dawn Rizai 
Selken, Alice Marie 
Shelton, Erin E. 

Shields, Senia L. 

Smith, Rebecca Anne 
Smith, Sarah Irene 
Sowle, Carlene S. 

Starner, Mindy Gail 
Steve, Michele Guilford 
Stewart, Lori Elaine 
Straatmann, Michael Joseph 
Stuart, Andrea Lynn 
Stuart, Rachel Jane 
Stuckey, Brian L. 

Talley, Theresa Armitage 
Tate, Stephenie Elizabeth 
Thomas, Ann Marie 
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